
 
 
 
Who Is Celebrating Your 4-H Volunteer Service? 

We celebrate all 4-H volunteers for their service to the 4-H program, not just the Coach of the Year or the 

Most Valuable Player. Your sense of volunteer pride and appreciation may come from a tender note from a 4-H 

parent, a smile from a child after accomplishing a new task or receiving your first 4-H volunteer certificate or 

pin. Many counties hold a 4-H Volunteer Recognition Program honoring volunteers for years of service with 

certificates, pins and other items. Milestones for years of service 

(1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, etc) and every year over 40 years receive 

special recognition at the Ohio 4-H Volunteer Conference. 

You may nominate yourself or a fellow 4-H volunteer, teen or 

adult, for one of seven special Ohio 4-H Volunteer Awards. Each 

county’s nominees compete at the regional level for state winner selection from the four regional Extension 

areas. Recognition occurs at the Ohio 4-H Volunteer Conference in March. Check with your County Extension 

Educator about county nominations and deadlines for regional and/or state nominations. The award categories 

include: 

The 4-H volunteer poll 
recognizes all coaches for 
their MVP contributions. 

Innovator Award - recognizes adult and/or youth 4-H volunteers who have developed new programs, county 

projects, or activities. 

Recruitment - recognizes adult and/or youth 4-H volunteers who have undertaken recruitment efforts that 

attracted new membership. 

Leadership Development Award - recognizes adult or youth 4-H volunteers who have demonstrated and 

displayed an ability to develop leadership in youth. 

Community Service - recognizes adults and youth 4-H volunteers who have collaborated or cooperated with 

other community or 4-H groups, or undertaken service projects and activities within their own 4-H club or 

group. 

Meritorious Service Award - recognizes adult 4-H volunteers for a lifetime of meritorious service. 

Ohio Hall of Fame Award - recognizes individuals whose leadership as adults has made significant lifetime 

contributions of service to the 4-H program and has made a positive impact upon clubs, communities and the 

state 4-H program. 

Friend of 4-H Award - recognizes an individual, family, business or corporation that has greatly supported or 

currently supports the Ohio 4-H Program, in a charitable manner at the county, state or national level.

 
 

Ohio 4-H Clubs Advisors Handbook –Volunteering – Volunteer Recognition 
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